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   RESCAP Weekly Progress in July 2010 
RESCAP stands for “Rural Extension Service Capacity Advancement Project through PaViDIA Approach” 
http://www.pavidia.org.zm/                                                                                     (No. 022) 07/July/2010
	Date
	Events in This Week
	News around

	5
	MON
	· National Holiday
	Japanese Ambassador Hailed a PaViDIA village in Kafue
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Last week, a team headed by Mr. Mitamura, H.E. Japanese Ambassador to Zambia visited Chifulu village, Kafue District.  The village received 4 millions ZMK (800 USD) from MACO in 2008 and started a vegetable growing project as a PaViDIA Micro Project.  The villagers (32 farmers) managed four community fields where various vegetables such as cabbage, rape, tomato, etc. were grown by the community.  This season, the community sold the vegetables and gained 6 millions ZMK (1200 USD).  The villagers explained that half of the income will be invested in the next vegetable project.  The Japanese Ambassador appreciated the efforts of the villagers for making the PaViDIA Micro Project so successful even with a limited budget.  Kafue district has 10 villages which implemented Micro Projects (800 USD for each village) in 2008.  This year, other 15 villages were facilitated to implement Micro Project by using the fund from WFP-Zambia. WFP’s funding enables to scale up the budget for each village (up to 5,000 USD).
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An Idea “PaViDIA Support Center” is Explored 
POR-HQ, Japanese Embassy and JICA-Zambia have been discussing the feasibility of “PaViDIA Support Center”, a resource center accelerates village development in Zambia through PaViDIA Approach. Cooperative College is considered to be one of the candidates to host the center.

	6

	TUE
	· National Holiday
	

	7
	WED
	· 14:30 Orientation to Mr. Miyata, the new Vice-Representative of JICA Zambia Office about RESCAP/ PaViDIA
· 
	

	8

	THU
	· 10:00 Technical Committee to review the progress of Needs Assessment Survey and discuss the training of extension officers conducted in August
· 
	

	9

	FRI

	· POR-HQ team (Ono, Narabu & Miyoshi) goes to Kasama, Northern Province, to make a courtesy call for the new Chief Advisor, Mr. Ono to PAO/PAO in Northern Province
	

	In-coming Events
	This Week’s Picture 

	· Japanese Ambassador and WFP-Zambia Director’s Trip to Western Province July 14-16
· Exchange visit for mushroom growers in FTI Chalinbana: July 16
· RESCAP Training of Extension Officers: August
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 “Young Japanese Working for Zambia ”
Mr. Hirota is discussing with a chairman of Micro Project in Chifulu village, Kafue District.  Mr. Hirota is a Japanese Volunteer assigned in Kafue District to work under RESCAP Project.  His continuous visitation will support Chifulu village’s development to be more effective. 


A Report on Training in UGANDA on NERICA promotion 
“Technology development and dissemination for farmers”

Tatsuo Narabu 

The name”NERICA” is probably well known by extension officers in Zambia, but it is new practically at farmer’s level. Officers from various institutions such as ZARI and Extension department went to Uganda to learn Nerica production. This news covers some of topics that may be relevant to conditions in Zambia.
<Useful practices and techniques> 

· Sowing  methods
The drilling and dibbling methods allow straight row planting that ensure proper plant population and hoe weeding. The picture below is a drilling tool. It is simple but labour saving tool for both sowing and also weeding consequently.
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· Water harvest technology
Though NERICA is tolerant to drought condition as upland rice, water harvest technique such as terrace making may help retain moisture in the soil hence higher yield can be obtained.
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· Rotary weeder
NERICA is upland rice but it can be planted under lowland condition like other local rice varieties in Zambia. Planting depth should not be too deep according to the trial result obtained. The picture below shows Nerica 4 grown under lowland condition. Use of an implement for weeding “Rotary weeder (push weeder)” was demonstrated.   
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· Seed Production at farmer’s level
A farmer can set aside part of his/her rice field as a seed producing plot of 10m x 10m then off type plants can be removed by checking stem colour, time of maturity, apiculus colour and awn type. This process should be continuously done about 3 seasons so that only single variety, in this context Nerica, can be kept and maintained.
<Conclusion and way forward>


The emphasis by Mr. Tuboi, JICA Rice expert, was “we have to generate technologies solving problems that farmers face and the techniques must be useful for farmers” he said. 

Some of simple techniques described here may go straight to farmers in Zambia and some may be tested by research stations to see if they are applicable in Zambia. It was recommended that Rice breeders and agronomists at research stations have to continue variety and agronomical trials.

According to the action plan developed by the participants of this training, a demonstration plot in each Province will be established this dry season, so that they train extension officers and probably lead farmers in the Province. Then the trainers will conduct demonstrations for farmers at District level. 

It was so much educative, inspiring and impressive to me and all of the participants. 
(END)
------------------------------------------------
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