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   RESCAP Weekly Progress in October 2010 
RESCAP stands for “Rural Extension Service Capacity Advancement Project through PaViDIA Approach” 
http://www.pavidia.org.zm/                                                                                     (No. 036) 12/Oct./2010
	Date
	Events in This Week
	News around

	11
	MON
	· Japanese Experts Meeting
· Briefing for new JOCVs
· Intern (Ms. Honma) goes to a village in Chongwe
· Courtesy call of Miyoshi to PAO/PACO of Northern Province

	RESCAP Technical Committee meeting held at POR 
 The 4th RESCAP Technical Committee meeting was held on 6th October 2010 with members from DoA, ZARI, Chalimbana FI, Dept of Agri-Business, Dept of Cooperatives and RESCAP Japanese experts. They discussed issues such as results of the Needs Assessment Survey, the progress on mushroom production project, and the programme for the planned Action Plan follow-up and Monitoring & Evaluation Workshops to be held in Kafue, Kasama and Mongu in late October and early November 2010.
Progress of Micro Projects funded by WFP in Senanga District
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On 6th Oct, Micro Project site visits were conducted in Senanga District, Western Province. Accompanying were district staff (DACO, SAO) and Provincial staff (PAO, FNO). The main objective was to confirm the progress of Starter Sub Projects, which started June and to exchange the ideas on how to proceed with funding for next Sub Projects. 3 of 15 Micro Project villages were visited; N`uma of Kaeya camp, Malungi/Lutunda and Limbwata of Kataba camp, and their Starter Sub Project are vegetable production, canal cleaning and local chicken respectively.

	12

	TUE
	· Meeting of POR-North staff (Miyoshi, Narabu and Kapesa)
· Meeting with UNZA

	

	13
	WED
	· A Field Day of Mushroom Demonstration in a village in Chongwe
· Meeting with NAIS
· Training of JOCVs for Tomato in Kasama (by Narabu)

	

	14

	THU
	· 
	

	15

	FRI

	· Visit to Luwingu district for checking the level of submission of monthly reports of field officers and sites of trials.
	

	In-coming Events
	This Week’s Picture 

	· RESCAP Monitoring Workshops in Kafue (26-28 Oct.), Kasama (3-5 Nov.) and Mongu (17-19 Nov.)r
· JICA-HQ Consultative Team for RESCAP and other agric. projects : November 7-16
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 “New JOCV joins RESCAP family” 
Mr. Ono (Left), a new Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer in rural developmentrecently arrived in Lusaka to be assigned to Kafue District with Ms. Ogasawara (right) specialized in vegetable growing, who will be assigned to an NGO in Kafue..
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Report of Field Visit: Local Fish Farms in Rural Area of Chinsali District
 Mr. Kapesa (Senior Extension Methodologist, Northern Province)
The following is part of the report. The full report is available at POR-North.
Mr. and Mrs. Mulenga’s fish farm; the family had started fish farming in 1986. They started with one pond and then overtime had seven ponds. The family had started integrated fish farming with duck rearing. They had constructed a house on a small island on the pond, where they raised the ducks and also stored feed for the ducks and fish. They also had ideas of rearing other small animals alongside fish farming. [image: image1.jpg]



· One interesting feature was that the pond was just near the farmer’s home. The husband did part time works at the youth center while the wife and children took fulltime management of the farm.

· Mrs. Mulenga explained that the family had really benefited from integrated fish farming. In 2010, the family did partial harvest and got 218 kg of fish. 
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Integration with ducks helped in fertilizing the ponds. However, at the time of the visit, this farmer had no ducks as she claimed that all were stolen one fateful night. As a result, she was now left with the option of feeding fish with vegetables, rice bran, maize bran and refuse from the kitchen

· The farmer was also growing vegetables, green maize and some bananas. This also helped in feeding the fish while at the same time, the pond water was used to water the vegetables

Challenges: mainly that of theft. The farmer also mentioned lack of capital to enable them expand, and also secure the area with probably wire fence. Mean while, the farmer had put somebody to watch over the fish ponds

Assistance; the farmer explained that they started fish farming on their own without technical assistance from Fisheries Department. However, she explained that sometimes they learned new/better technologies from other farmers in neighbouring District, Mpika.
Comments
Visit to Chinsali brought a lot of hope in terms of having successful story of integrated fish farming in RESCAP Districts. Farmers from elsewhere may be taken to Chinsali to learn from their fellow farmers. The farmers had engaged in various levels of integrated fish farming and had appreciated the benefits. 
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The Chinsali scenario was one where farmers learned more from other farmers than from technical people. - Most of the ponds were initially meant to be borrow pits for soils for moulding bricks, and have different shapes and sizes not conforming to a standard pond and may just be described as ‘Holes in the ground’. This to some extend could be the reason for farmers saying they started the fishing activities all by themselves without Fisheries staff. (Continue…)
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Laugh of Today
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