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   RESCAP Weekly Progress in November 2010 
RESCAP stands for “Rural Extension Service Capacity Advancement Project through PaViDIA Approach” 
http://www.pavidia.org.zm/                                                                                     (No. 042) 23/Nov./2010
	Date
	Events in This Week
	News around

	22
	MON
	· Meeting with Deputy Director (Chief Advisor)
· LIP Follow-Up Meeting
 (Kafue District/ Ms. Hasegawa)

· Meeting with World Vision Kasama (Mr. Miyoshi)
	The JICA Project Consultation Team reports to Director of DOA (15th November 2010)
The JICA Project Consultation Team for RESCAP led by Dr. Takahashi (the former JICA Advisor to MACO) completed its mission on 16th November, 2010. Prior to their departure, the Team reported its findings and recommendations to Director of DOA, Mrs. Chipili. The team was satisfied with some outputs made by the project so far and submitted the proposed revised Project Design Matrix (PDM), which will be agreed at next JCC meeting.

Follow-Up M & E Workshop for Western Province held in Mongu (17-19 November 2010)
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The Follow-Up workshop was held in Mongu for CEOs/BEOs, SAOs and DACOs from the five districts (Kaoma, Senanga, Kalabo, Shangombo and Lukulu) in Western Province. DACOs were also invited to attend the workshop as the role of DACO is very critical to plan district extension strategy and monitoring with SAO for the improvement of CEO/BEO’s work. At the end of the workshop, each district presented their three month work plans with the newly introduced “Integrated Diary for Extension Officers (IDEOs)” 

	23

	TUE
	· Compilation of the workshops report
· Messrs. Miyoshi and Narabu go to Mporokoso District
	

	24
	WED
	· Meeting with Lusaka PACO & PAO (Messrs. Ono and Sasaki)
· Project Activities Report (JICA)

· Messrs. Miyoshi and Narabu go to Luwingu district 
	

	25

	THU
	· Compilation of the workshops report
· Preparation of Counterpart training in Japan

· Messrs. Miyoshi and Narabu go to Chinsali Disitrict
	

	26
	FRI

	· JICA Monthly meeting (Mr. Ono)
·  Messrs. Miyoshi and Narabu come back to Kasama from Chinsali District
	

	In-coming Events
	This Week’s Picture 

	· Meeting with PACO/PAO, Lusaka Province (24/11)
· Joint Coordinating Committee meeting (TBC)
	 “Catoto: Local Mushrooms on Sale (in Northern Province)” 
Local boys sell natural mushrooms on the road side in Northern Province. In rainy season, [image: image10.png]


forests in this area provide natural mushrooms to local people who can eat and sell. Zambia is a very resourceful country.


Wait a minute Narabu san: 
   Chickens vs Gattari and Pounding   
By Mubyana Maketo
(Studying in Kyoto, Japan)

A fortnight ago Narabu san (Mr.Narabu) wrote about the introduction of the water powered grinding mill (the Gattari) by our development project to rural communities in Northern Province. This attracted my attention in that:  1) It appears simple and affordable by households as its framework is made of local materials. 2) It is an energy saving food processing technology with a high potential to reduce the stress associated with pounding. 3) It will make more time available for leisure and income generation activities as distances to milling centres get cut. 4) Unlike hummer mills which are sometimes long distances away from some households, the Gattari will make mill waste needed by village poultry available at household level, thereby evenly distributing the harvest between humans and birds. 
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Pounding though stressful has some advantages too in that, it is done at household level generating  process waste available for village poultry to feed on. Sociologically, pounding also gives the female gender in very remote rural areas moments for light gossips which are necessary for mental stress relief. Sometimes pounding provides an opportunity for females to help others remove body parasites like head lice, which may have ecological vitality but can lead to health related problems such as anemia. In this case pounding is necessary to cement social ties as females share affection with others across households, a phenomenon cardinal for social progress. Normally females sing while pounding to lighten the psychological feeling that, pounding is a burden. However, one can argue against pounding in that it strains the relationship between the mother and her children as it conflicts the desire by the children to have time for leisure and the mother’s nutritional concerns. The Gattari is therefore likely to be appreciated even by the boy children who normally run away from home for fear of pounding. 


It is equally true that, the agricultural transition from some grain crops such as sorghum and millet which would ideally be processed at household level to a maize centric one, whose processing is mainly done at hummer mills far away from home has compelled some village chicken in rural areas to begging.  

One may ask; do chicken beg? The answer is, yes chickens beg.
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During my data collection in Western Province I had the opportunity to visit a village in the plains and as a visitor I expected dogs to come barking but the opposite happened. Dogs continued to sleep but chickens came running to welcome my assistant and I, some as far away as 80 metres from the household fence. My Assistant and I stood for a while to observe the unique behavior of the fowls, but later on we discovered the fowls were starving since the household grain stock was depleted. Secondly, the household goes to hummer all grain yet it kept more chicken than the kitchen waste could sustain. This prompted me to further examine hummer mill waste management and surprisingly collectable waste grain from a hummer mill averaged 7 - 8 kilograms in a week. Notice here that, this was what my hands could recoup and chickens would have recouped several times much more.

Conclusion: Food processing technologies greatly impact on village poultry, sometimes compelling them to go far away from home in search of food.  This affects both the chicken health and makes them vulnerable to predation, thereby reducing on the farmer’s income source.


Care must therefore be taken to balance the household’s needs for energy saving technologies and livestock feed requirements.  The Gattari appears to strike a balance between the two.  
-------------------------------------
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