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  RESCAP Weekly Progress in January 2011
RESCAP stands for “Rural Extension Service Capacity Advancement Project through PaViDIA Approach” 
http://www.pavidia.org.zm/                                                                               (No. 050) 19/Jan/2011
	Date
	Events in This Week
	News around

	17
	MON
	· 9:30 Weekly Staff Meeting

· 10:30 JICA Briefing on Mongu

· Preparation of C/P Training
· Finalization of a JICA Half-Year Activity Report 
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Formal Launching of Integrated Diary for Extension Officers (IDEOs) by Departmnet of Agriculture
Integrated Diary for Extension Officers (IDEOs), which had been developed and introduced on trial basis after the series of workshops in Lusaka, Northern and Western Provinces last year under the RESCAP, is now officially adopted by DOA/MACO as a tool for all Camp Extension Officers (CEOs) in Zambia to improve their services as well as for District and Provincial officers to supervise CEO’s works. IDEOs contains pages for Camp Extension Officer to make plan of activities in each zone and keep record of actual activities they conducted so that they can review the progress made with farmers with respective crops in her/own camp. IDEOs also contains monthly reporting format for CEO to submit the summary of his/her activities and specific issues to be noted for attention by his/her Supervisors (Senior Agricultural Officer) for backstopping as well as technical support and advice from Subject Matter Specialists (SMS). The Diary also includes technical information for some selected major crops as immediate and handy reference. RESCAP of DOA plans to closely monitor the use of IDEOs by CEOs through District and Provincial Offices.

	18
	TUE
	· Preparation of C/P Training
· Preparation of Weekly News
· Preparation of Management Committee meeting
· Finalization of a JICA Half-Year Activity Report
· Meeting at ZARI (Mr Sokotela)
· Filed Visit to Chinsali (Narabu, Miyoshi & Ishizuka)
	

	19
	WED
	· Preparation of Management Committee meeting
(Annual Report & Annual Plan)

· Finalization of a JICA Half-Year Activity Report 

· Preparation for the Use of C/V Fund for Micro Projects
· Preparation of Nationwide MP monitoring

· Field Survey in Chinsali District

· Mr. Shiraishi goes back to Mongu
	

	20
	THU
	· Messrs. Miyoshi, Narabu & Ishizuka go back to Kasama
· Preparation of Management Committee meeting
(Annual Report & Annual Plan)
· Backstopping to Kafue SAO office with PAO

·  Meeting at Cooperative College (Mr Chizyuka)
	

	21
	FRI

	· Visit Kasama FTI and Misamfu

· Preparation of Management Committee meeting
(Annual Report & Annual Plan)
· Preparation of Nationwide MP monitoring

· Printing of IDEOs
	

	In-coming Events
	This Week’s Picture 

	· Business trip to Luapula Province (Messrs. Sasaki & Ono) 23-26 Jan

· Assignment of a short term expert, Mr. Ishizuka (Farm Management)

8th January – 8th February 2011

· Management Committee meeting (Jan TBC)

· Joint Coordinating Committee meeting (Feb TBC)
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 “Let me see the record of your work,,,, ” 
Mr. Bernard Chulu, Principal Agricultural Officer of Lusaka Province, is checking the record of work of a Camp Officer in Kafue District with IDEOs. IDEOs has been introduced in Kafue on trial basis late last year and PAO with Senior Agricultural Officer is monitoring the use of IDEOs.


NERICA Field Day
On 14th January,  a Field Day on NERICA (a new rice variety)  was conducted in Kalashi village, Mporokoso District. NERICA has been promoted under the collaboration of MACO research and extension. On the field day people celebrated an achievement of their first trial of rice production.
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Kalashi village lies about 4 km off from Kasama-Mporokoso main road. The village is blessed with natural resources like the water running across in small streams and canals. But the people in Kalashi had not planted rice until they try NERICA.

The village received NERICA seed from ZARI/Misamfu 2009. The demonstration field is managed by ‘Chamba Farmers Group’, which is an active farmers’ group in the village. Chamba FG started NERICA cultivation in 2009/10 rain season with the seed provided ZARI/Misamfu rice team.


In the first season the group was given 0.5kg of NERICA No. 1 seed and planted it in 18m x 19m sized communal field. The group harvested about 30kg. Then the group planted the harvested seeds on irrigated field in 2010 dry season. The remains of seeds were shared among the group members.


2010 dry season cultivation started in August. The field is terraced into 3 portions on the slope near to the Kafubu river. Each portions sized 6m x 19m. And now it is ready to harvest. The group is going to continue the multiplication  of NERICA through the pass-on system and also establish a new demonstration plot for NERICA No. 4 incoming season.


RESCAP under the MACO extension, has been collaborating with ZARI, MACO’s research department, on the promotion of NERICA. We have distributed NERICA seed to more than 50 villages in Northern, Western and Lusaka Provinces. RESCAP also conducted NERICA training for about 30 MACO extension staff from Northern and Western Province.


ZARI researchers are the main lecturers in the workshop. The MACO extension officers in charge of Kalashi village, Mr Chikasa/CEO and Mr Haluwindi/BEO, are supporting this NERICA trial. Mr Chikasa participated the NERICA training.
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In the field day the people in Kalashi were proudly presenting their achievement. Their field was nicely managed with beautiful terraces. Though rice is a new crop for the people in Kalashi village, the field was managed better than expected.


The achievement in Kalashi village is a good example of research and extension linkage. The RESCAP will continue to support strengthening the linkage not only with NERICA but other varieties of rice and crops.

-------------------------------------------------------------

Laugh of Today
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For 2010/11 season FISP (Farm Input Support Programme) is subsidising farmers who purchase fertilisers and NERICA seed (30 ton) which is multiplied by Africa Rice Centre & ZARI with Japanese fund. The target area of NERICA seed distribution by FISP is Northern, Luapula, Eastern, Western and North-Western Province.








NERICA stands for ‘New Rice for Africa’. It is developed in 1980s. There are upland type and lowland type of NERICA. Since 2006 ZARI has conducted trial on NERICA. 2008/09 ZARI and DoA started promotion of upland NERICA (No.1 & No.4) through PaViDIA micro projects. The RESCAP succeeded NERICA promotion from PaViDIA and introduced it to Kafue District in 2010/11 rain season.








