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 RESCAP Weekly Progress in June 2011
RESCAP stands for “Rural Extension Service Capacity Advancement Project through PaViDIA Approach” 
http://www.pavidia.org.zm/                                                                                (No. 072) 21/June/2011
	Date
	Events in This Week
	News around

	11
	  20
MON
	· RESCAP JICA experts Weekly meeting
· Distribution of ADEOs (July – Sept version)
· Preparation of a pilot in-service training for Kafue District
· Meeting with PACO/PAO, Printing posters for Chinsali
· Visit Misamfu on rice related tools.

· Weekly Meeting with DOA & RESCAP
	“Distribution of Agriculture Diary for Extension Officers (July to September version) ” 
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Agriculture Diary for Extension Officers (ADEOs) which was introduced by Department of Agriculture in January 2011 as an official tool for all Camp and Block Extension Officers throughout the country to plan, implement and record their extension services has been well accepted by extension officers to improve their services. It is also providing Senior Agricultural Officers (SAOs) and other DOA/MACO officials with easy reference and information on how officers are working and how agricultural situation is in each camp. For July-September version, we have made some modifications based on the comments and recommendations we received from Camp/Block Extension Officers, officials of District and Provincial Offices. We included “the Guidelines” for users to easily understand how to effectively use ADEOs to improve their services. We also added the Mission Statement of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives as it is the foremost important statement for all staff of MACO to remember and make best efforts to provide better services to farmers. Should you have any comments, suggestions and correction on the content of ADEOs, please feel free to send your e-mail to rescap2010@gmail.com.     

	12
	  21
TUE
	· Meeting with D/D Advisory Services

· Preparation of a pilot in-service training for Kafue District
· Distribution of ADEOs (July – Sept version)
· Visit to Luwingu and Mporokoso to attend agriculture show and follow up and data collection on pilot demos.
· Check the Progress of Assessment Sheets (3districts)

· Preparation of Report on Starter Sub Project
	

	13
	  22
WED
	· Preparation of a pilot in-service training for Kafue District
· Distribution of ADEOs (July – Sept version)
· Meeting with Principal of FTI Chalimbana
· Preparation of Report on Starter Sub Project
	

	14
	  23
THU
	· Preparation of a pilot In-Service training for Kafue Dsitrict
· National Monitoring Data Analysis
· Compilation of data on report and data for pilot demos.
	

	15
	 24
FRI
	· Preparation of MP Projects Implementation Guidelines

· Preparation of Draft Operational Guidelines for Extension Service Providers
· Meeting with Luwingu DACO/SAO
	

	In-coming Events
	This Week’s Picture

	· 2nd Joint Coordinating Committee meeting ( July TBC)

· Pilot In-Service TOT for Extension Officers in Kafue

 (27th to 30th June 2011 at FTI Chalimbana)
· Mid-Year PAOs meeting (July TBC)
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“Indigenous knowledge?” During our recent field visit to Shango’mbo Disyrict of Western Province, we were shown a mango tree in Kandiana village of Sioma camp. You may notice a small empty bottle embedded up-side down on the ground near bottom of mango tree. According to District Agricultural Coordinator for Shang’ombo, Mr. Likando Mubiana, local villagers apply this method with belief that it prevents mango tree from being damaged by frost during early morning with cold temperature as bottle releases water vapor formed from saturated air!? 


“Comments from readers around the world”
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We send this weekly progress news to ,more than 500 readers around the world and receive comments from many readers. The below are the messages we received from Mr. Maketo Mubyana (staff of Department of Cooperatives), who is currently doing his master’s degree in rural development at Ryukoku University in Kyoto, Japan under the JICA scholarship. Thank you, Mr. Mubyana, for sending us your comments on our news regularly! We really appreciate your valuable comments on our activities and your in-depth knowledge and observation on rural social systems and dynamics of developmental activities in rural Zambia!  
Dear RESCAP,  

[image: image14.jpg]


[image: image15.jpg]


I liked the farmer integrating maize with fruits. This is the way to go if we have to make an impact in this sector given the dominance of maize.  Our African brothers in Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda as well as West Africa have banana as their stable food, why can’t we follow suit? Sure, the Zambian diet is very poor. Nshima almost everyday... 
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I agree with Mr. Muyunda (Please see his article on News No. 68) that poverty is aggravated by asset inadequate to sustain increase in production and productivity and ultimately pass-on the accumulated stock to future generations. It being  a comparative and transferable phenomenon, as he implicitly put, it becomes chronic across generations if remedial measures are slow. How fast we can build the capacity in rural farmers to identify and harness opportunities in the agricultural sector also depends on how much investment has been done by other sectors, most importantly education and health. At low levels of education, asset transfer could be a disaster if not carefully scrutinized. The same goes for highly morbid society (HIV/AIDS) whereby the next generation is more vulnerable than the previous. I hope the education and health sectors are moving fast enough in regard to Millennium Development Goals No.2 (Ensuring all children complete primary education by 2015), No.3 (Increasing gender equality and empowering women by 2015) and No.6 (Stemming the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases by 2015.           My regards,

Maketo (Posted on 1st June 2011)
Dear RESCAP,
Thank you for our weekly and indeed interesting to see the progress we are making especially as regards monitoring and harmonization of extension services. I believe these are core to the success of our interventions.
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Sefula Rice Project community have always struggled with sedimentation, but the question still remains on what measures our office is taken to ensure that a lasting solution is found？It is indeed the responsibility of that community to minimize the occurance of such obstacles, but what surprises me is how long it is taking  to find a lasting solution. 
Village chicken are an interesting micro-project which I strongly believe that it has a potential to reduce poverty and actually uphold social-cultural values as enshrined in our traditional heritage. Admittedly they are not only a source of protein but a medium of exchange as they are bartered for goods and services. they are used for traditional cleansing process especially for stress related diseases like nzila, muuba, matendelekwa and others  （in local language）. Local communities save  in form of chicken and as such they play the same role as savings account at a commercial bank and no doubt efforts to enhance community efforts in this aspect will yield positive results as regards poverty reduction　and preserving rural livelihoods.                                   My regards

Maketo (Posted 16th June 2011)
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