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RESCAP Weekly Progress in January　2013
RESCAP stands for “Rural Extension Service Capacity Advancement Project through PaViDIA Approach” 
Extension Service in Action!
Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock

http://www.pavidia.org.zm/  E-Mail: RESCAP2010@gmail.com, Tel: (260) 211252593                                       (No. 155/January 23, 2013)
	Date
	Main Activities in This Week (■ HQ, ■ Northern ■ Western )
	News around

	
	21
Mon
	■ Follow up editing of Master Trainers manuals & Training of Trainers materials                            
· Meeting with PACO, PAO and staff of MAL Northern Province

· Filed Visit to Kasama Farm Institute by the JICA/MAL HQ delegation
■Monitoring of Vetiver grass (erosion control) at Namushakende Farm Institute                           
	“The Joint Field Visit to Northern Province by the JICA Zambia and the MAL HQ”
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 The Joint Field Visit mission by the JICA Zambia Office and the MAL HQ is in Northern Province from the 20th January to the 24th January 2013. The delegation is led by the Chief Representative of JICA Zambia Office, Mr. Yoshihide TERANISHI on the JICA side while Mr. Charles Sondashi, Acting Deputy Director (Advisory) of the Department of Agriculture led the MAL side. The purpose of their visit is to familiarize themselves with the MAL’s activities supported by JICA through RESCAP, FoDiS-R (Food Crop Diversification Support Project focusing on Rice Production), and COBSI (The Study for Community-Based Small Irrigation). They paid a courtesy call first to the Permanent Secretary for Northern Province, Mr. Hlobotha Nkunika (photo left) and had a brief meeting with PACO and PAO. They visited the Kasama Farm Institute to see newly introduced appropriate technologies like line marker (photo right above), and went to Luwingu and Mungwi Districts to see how these implements are used (photo right) and new varieties and technologies are promoted through demonstrations by the farmers. The members of the Joint Mission shared their observations and recommendations with the PACO and PAO for the improvement of the on-going and future activities supported by JICA.                                        (From Chief Advisor) 

	
	22
TUE
	■ Observation of the Provincial Crops Officers training
■ Monitoring & Evaluation Workshop (IFAD SAPP)
· Filed Visit to Luwingu District by the JICA/MAL Delegation
· Meeting with DACO/SAO and staff of Luwingu MAL Office
■Meeting with the Sefula Irrigation Scheme Community Group                  
	

	
	23
WED
	■ Follow up editing of Master Trainers manuals & Training of Trainers
■ Data check of the 2nd Needs Assessment Survey
· Field Visit to Mungwi District by the JICA/MAL Delegation
(Water mill and Community-based irrigation scheme)
	

	
	24
Thu
	■ The MAL/JICA Delegation back to Lusaka
■ Backstopping to Kafue DOA with Lusaka PAO
■ Data Check on Needs Assessment Survey 2
■Preparation of In-Service Training
■ Meeting with Senanga DOA Office (SAO)
	

	
	 25
 Fri
	■ Follow up editing of Master Trainers manuals & Training of Trainers
■ Preparation of the 5th Management Meeting
■ Data Check on Farmer Register
■Preparation of In-Service Training.
	

	In-coming Events
	This Week’s Picture

	· In-Service Training for Northern Province (11 – 22 Feb 2013 TBC)
· The 5th Management Committee meeting (Lusaka, 31st January 2013 )
· Follow-Up meeting on Extension Harmonization in Mumbwa District (1st February )
· Extension Harmonization Meeting in Chibombo District (30th January)
· In-Service Training for Northern Province (11 – 22 Feb 2013 TBC)

· DoA Annual Review and Planning Meeting ( TBC)
· SAOs Management meeting for Western Province (at Naumshakende FI, 14th February)

· The 2nd Extension Harmonization National Stakeholders Forum (Feb TBC)

· Induction Course for New CEOs (TBC)
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 “Rice Production Promotion by RESCAP and FoDiS-R in Luwingu District!” 
Rice is one of the potential crops to be promoted further in Northern Province to diversify the small scale farmers’ production activities. RESCAP and FoDiS-R are assisting the Department of Agriculture to train extension officer and lead farmers to learn new technologies and farming methods such as irrigated rice production, the use of line marker for drilling method, weeder, how to lay out demonstration plot. RESCAP assisted the Kasama Farm Institute in establishing a rice demonstration. The demonstration site was established as part of practical skills training for extension officers in October 2012.  


Let’s grow tomato during the rainy season!
(No.4)
STEP 10: Transplanting 
[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]


[image: image12.jpg]


[image: image13.jpg]


After 4 weeks of sowing, transplanting should be done. Enough watering before 12 hours of transplanting is necessary. Transplanting in the late afternoon or on a cloudy day minimize the shock of transplanting. It is important to transplant with soil. If the roots are damaged, the plants get weak or die after the transplanting.
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Spacing

The planting space should be more than 60cm between the row and 40cm between the plants. Space can be wider than these for better ventilation and prevention of disease from infected plants.
Staking 

As tomato plants grow staking is needed. Staking tomato plants with bamboo or wood stakes protect plants from being in contact with the ground.

When you tie the plant to the stake, the knot should be loose to leave enough space for the stem to grow.

Mulching

After transplanting, mulching should be done immediately. The mulch prevents soil splashing to the plants. Mulching is one of the most important points to prevent diseases. It demonstrates more effects when it’s placed with the shelter. The straws can be used as the mulch. Plastic mulch is also available.

Pruning
When tomato plant grows, “suckers” will be found between the main stem and the brunches. Those suckers will grow big and turn into a major stem themselves. They will produce fruits, but they will also cause the plant to sprawl on the ground because the main stem can no longer bear the weight of the fruits. Of course, the size of the fruits becomes smaller. Tomato plants should be pruned to not only produce larger fruit earlier in the season, but also to protect the plants against pest and disease. So it is encouraged to maintain a strong main stem by removing all suckers when they are still small (less than 5cm).
STEP 11: Controlling Disease 
Tomatoes suffer from many fungal, bacterial and viral diseases. 
Fungal disease

Late Bright is the most common and serious disease in the rainy season. 
Symptoms:

· Small, irregular-shaped, brown patches appear on the upper leaf surface.

· Lesions on the stem and the petioles appear dark brown 

· On fruits, the lesions have an olive-brown appearance with a rough leathery surface. The lesions may expand until the entire fruit is affected.
Control of Late Bright:

· Sowing resistant varieties seeds.
· Crop rotation

· Make a shelter

· Reduce leaf wetness by staking tomatoes and spacing plants
· Avoid over fertilization of nitrogen

· Spray fungicides for prevention every 2 to 3 weeks. Apply fungicide as soon as possible at the first sign of the disease or ideally before symptoms develop. 

Fungicide: 

Dithane M 45 and Copper oxychloride are available for prevention.

Dithane M 45 and Bravo are available for cure

Early Bright

Symptoms:

· Small dark spots enlarge into circular lesions on leaves and the tissue surrounding the lesions become yellow

· The lesions turn brown and eventually drop from the plant.

· Stems and petioles have elliptical concentric lesions.

· Fruit wounds or cracks may also have large, dark, leathery, sunken areas with concentric rings

Control of Early Bright:
· Sowing resistant varieties seeds.

· Crop rotation.

· Make a shelter

· Reduce leaf wetness by staking tomatoes and spacing plants
· Minimize plant injury in transplants by controlling insects and by avoiding sandy soils.

· Spray fungicides for prevention every 2 to 3 weeks. Apply fungicide as soon as possible at the first sign of the disease or ideally before symptoms develop. 
Fungicide: 

Dithane M 45 and Copper oxychloride are available for prevention.

Dithane M 45 and Bravo are available for cure

 (Continue to the next week’s news. Full content can be downloaded from http://www.pavidia.org.zm/)
Today’s Laugh
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