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Farmer’s Day 

Mushrooms and Honey: Adoption of Appropriate Technologies  
For extension service, farmers’ adoption of 

new technologies is one of the key issues. 

There are several successful cases reported 

from the fields in Muchinga and Northern 

Provinces. Ms. Eudss Chanza is a Camp 

Extension Officer (CEO) of Mubanga Camp 

of Chinsali District in Muchinga Province. 

She attended one of the In-service 

Trainings organized by RESCAP, which introduced appropriate technologies including mushroom growing. When she 

came back to her camp, she established a demo of mushroom and invited farmers to learn mushroom growing in 2013. 

The farmers had shown keen interests and now more than three (3) farmer groups with 158 farmers in Burton village 

started mushroom business. Ms. Chanza said “responses from farmers are very good, and 

my colleagues (CEOs) have also introduced the same in their camps. Mr. Chipeta Kafumu 

(CEO, Kambobe Camp, Mprokoso District) also established a demo of bee keeping in his 

camp.  Bee keeping involves some materials (bee hives, nets, smokers, etc.) which need to 

be purchased. Women groups in Malunda village took initiatives to accumulate their own 

funds to purchase the materials and started the bee-keeping business. One of the members said “Bee-keeping is very 

profitable as a side-business of my farming.” These stories are just a few of the many successful stories of extension 

service. The next week, NAIS (National Agriculture Information Service) will be dispatched to capture these stories. 
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   Tue 

■ Weekly Advisors Meeting 
■ Meeting with NAIS for trip to Northern/Muchinga Province 
■ Follow up on report submission/ demo implementation by PAO 
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Wed 

■ Preparation for the meeting with PACOs on Extension Management 
■ IAS Data Analysis and Reporting 
■ Follow up on report submission/ demo implementation by PAO 
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  Thu 

■ Preparation for the ToTs in Eastern and Southern Provinces 
■ Follow up the collection of questionnaires from SAOs on Impact Assessment  

Survey 
■ Follow up on report submission/ dry season demos in Northern Province 
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 Fri 

■ Preparation for the Terminal Evaluation 
■ Meeting with NAIS for trip to Northern/Muchinga Province 
■ Preparation for the visit of NAIS Production Team 

In-coming Events This Week’s Picture 

 Training of Trainers for Northwestern Province (14 –  17 July) 

 Training of Trainers for Luapula Province (14 - 17 July) 

 Management Training Workshops for Principals of Farmer Training Centres 

(FTCs) (August TBC) 

 Social and Economic Impact Survey of PaViDIA Micro Projects (July) 

 SAOs Management Training/ToT Review meeting (August TBC) 

 Project Terminal Evaluation (Sept TBC) 

Showcase of Department of Agriculture 
The Department of Agriculture had also had a booth to display 

various activities of the Department during the recently held 88th 

National Agriculture and Commercial Show. New variety of crops 

with high protein and micro nutrients, simple implements for small 

scale farmers, processed nutritious food and various manuals are 

some of main displays. If you are interested in some of technical 

manuals missed to have them, please contact us by e-mail 

(rescap2010@gmail.com) 

mailto:RESCAP2010@gmail.com


Use of Sunhemp Green Manure in 
Northern Province 

RESCAP 

The use of sunhemp green manure can be 
said to be a confirmed technology, 
according to the farmer interviewed in 
Kapisha camp, Luwingu Distrist as many 
farmers were reported to have adopted it in 
fallows and improved fundikila (mound 
system). This technology in conservation 
farming is clearly discernible among some 
farmers in the Luwingu District. 
 
Batheromeo is a farmer of Nsanja village, 
Kapisha Agriculture Camp, Luwingu District 
of Northern province. He was an active 
participant of the training workshops 
organized by DoA supported by the RESCAP 
project during 2012, and though we were 
not able to visit his farm, he gave a vivid 
narration of his activities. He grows crops 
such as groundnuts (5 Lima), maize (3 Ha), 
beans (1½ ha), soyabeans (1 Lima), sweet 
potatoes (¼ Lima), cassava (3 Ha), and 
finger-millet 1 Lima), for food and cash. He 
also keeps livestock which includes goats 
(14), pigs (3), rabbits (4), chicken (22) and 
fish farming (one fish pond, which was 
stocked in September 2013). He plans to 
harvest the fish pond after one year, which 
will be in September this year (2014), and 
he contemplates to sell 5 pieces of fish at 
K20.00.  
 
Batheromeo and his wife are involved in the 
use of sunhemp green manure for maize 
and improved fundikila (mound system) 
technology as part of conservation 
agriculture (CA) practice; for soil fertility 
improvement and improved soil tilth 
through addition of organic matter. 

Batheromeo was quick to point out that the 
use of sunhemp green manure was not a 
new idea to him; he learnt it elsewhere, far 
from home, in Kasama in the late 1990s 
when he visited the late Dr. Nielson’s, farm 
demos. However, he pointed out that 
RESCAP rekindled his knowledge about the 
use of sunhemp green manure, and decided 
to practice for himself after attending a DoA  
organized workshop and seen the demos, 
and learnt its detailed benefits.  
 
Economic factors are some of the drivers 
behind Bartheromeo’s adoption of this 
technology.  He revealed that the use of 
sunhemp had managed to improve soil 
fertility on his farm supported by increased 
productivity with reference to maize, 
though we were not able to visit his farm or 
availed cobs of maize to verify. He added 
that the technology had enabled him to 
spend less on chemical fertilizers.  
According to him he does not use top 
dressing fertilizer (4x50 kg bags 
D-compound, thus saving K220.00 as cost of 
1x50kg bag D-compound.  Through the 
FISP the farmers paid K55.00 for one bag of 
fertilizer last season, 2013/2014). 
 
Barthromeo was not in a position to cite 
any challenges he could associate with the 
growing of sunhemp as a green manure. 

 
Today’s Laugh 

 


